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GROTON'S BICENTENNTAL:

1789 - 1989

On QOctober 20, 1789 Governcer Thomnas
hittenden affixed his signature to

the Groton Charter and the Town of
Groton, Vt, officially came into being.
Of the 75 names on the petition tor

the Grant only 13 appeared on the
Charter. They are as follows: Themas
Butterfield, Jonathan Child, Thomas

Chittenden, John Fasset, Jr., Benjamin

I'ay, Robert Johnson. Nehemiah Lovewell,
Sr., Nehemiah Lovewell, Jr., John Page,
Jr., Joshuea Stanton, Eliakim Stoddard,

John Strong, and John Taplin.

Of the well-known names on the Charter
and not on the Grant were those of
Ethan Allen and Moses Robinson, later
Governor and United States Senator.

We are now in the midst of our "200th

Birthday"!

vt Selectmen
peinted a committee to
braticen; consisting of:
Raymond Page and Marilyn Ruiter.
Other interested pevple are dnvited
to join with them in the planning.
Scome of the things mentiovned so far
are: having the Bicentenunial as the
theme of the Fall Foilage celebra-
tion, haviug an eunlarged historical
display on Fall Foliage Day, haviag
a banner made Lohang across Main &,
having an essay wriling
mong Lhe students al Blaoc
School.
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Waldo Glover wrole a
letter to Earl Welch regarding some
aspect of the town history that
Glover was working un. fhe letiter—
head listed the names of the "History
Commission" at that time: Georpe
Ricker, Chm., W.H. Jeffrey, Sec.,
Mrs. Harry Hosmer, Trea,, B.L. Brown,
Mrs., J.K, White, Mrs. George Dimock,
C.E., Ricker, Rita McAllister, Mrs.
Hazen White, John French, S,N.Welch,
Mrs. Henry Gooding;/9%;é§£557{;ﬁ{;

Back in 1955



WHERE DID GROTON QGET
TS NAME?
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| Gluver's Groton."
"Amang the papers of H., N. Welch
appears Lhe 1tollowing statement:
"The most plausible reason (for the
sname of the town) is, that Governor

Chittenden gave it that name in honor
ol Thomas Butterfield, the first

prantee of the town, whose grandfather

was taken priscner by the londians at
Groton, Mass., and held captive by
them for some time.' The grandfather
to whom Welch refers was Samuel
lutterfield of Chelmsiord, Mass., who
witlh others was sent to the defense
of Lroton, Mass. against the Indians
in 1704, where he was captured, held

more than fourteen months, and cruelly
As a boy, Thomas Butterfield

rrealed,.
would have olten heard the story of
his grandlather's capltivity and hero-

tsm a4t Grolouw. Over and over again

the name Groton would have been stamp-
Hence it 1is reason-
able to suppose that he, the principal

o on his memory.

of the grant, by the consent of his
Lellow grantees, 1. not by the desire
ol Governor Chittenden himself, would
bave been given the honor of naming
the new town. Why not give it the
name which had been so much a parl of
the family heritape?

this ol course cannot be proven, but

as vel no other reason for the name
seems as probable.”

As we plan Groton's Bicentennial
Program, remember that the Vermont
Bicgntunnial is coming right along
behrind ict,
this also.
Your ideas for this "Home Coming"
celebration are requested!

We should be thinking about

% AN INTERESTING FOOTNOTE TO THE
HISTORY OF THE "GROTON CHARTER"!

Mrs. Ardel]l Vauwce had hired
Clarence Welch Lo clean out some
old boxes wnd papers {rom the up-
stairs roowus in her house (now the
Lauzon house). She wanted every-
thing up there taken to the dump,
An old truok full of "old looking”
papers caught Clarence's eye and
he set it aside 1o lock over later.
He never got around to loaking at
everything in the trunk, & when he
moved to F orida he left the Lrunk
with his & sLer, Josephine Baitley.
She examin ]l some of tho papers
and came at ross whal looked like
an important document. She coalled
her sister, Pegyy Smith, who came
over to sec it., Peggy realized thal
it was the original Town Chartor.
She reported this to the Board of
Selectman. vhich authorized ner Lo
have it res! sred and preserved.

The Charter, which is now hanging
on the wall of the town <lervks
office, came "within iaches™ of
being hauled to the dump and boroed
up .

The people tn Jerichoe who did the
restoraticr saitd thot very few
Towris in VYermont have thaeir o ia--
inal charterg.... .most were lacl or
destroyed, as onv's almost was,

Thanks to Clarence, Juosephine &
Pegyy.




