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YOUR FAMILY TREE 

The Groton Historical Society has an 
on-going project of up-dating the 
Genealogy of Groton families. We 
have quite a large file on hand but 
are anxious to have it brought up to 
date, especially information on the 
past several generations. Please 
send any information you have on your 
"Family Tree", so that it can be in­
cluded in our records. 

Also, you are invited to come and 
examine the records that may be in 
the 
ties. 
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* * * * * * * * * w 

Society d"ues are now 
due. Dues for 1993 will 
still be $2.00 per year. 

At a recent meeting it 
was voted that they be 
increased to $5.00 per 
year starting in 1994. 

All interested people 
are invited to join the 
Society. Meetings are 

held on the second Tuesday of each 
month at 9:00 A.M., usually at the 
Historic House on Main Street. 

As soon as the weather permits 
renovation work will begin again on 
the House. Plans now include fixing 
up the two upstairs rooms and work 
on the fireplace in the basement. 
People with time and talent will 
surely be welcomed when these projects 
start. 

* * * w * * ~ * *w 



TYPES OF FENCES 

(Excerpts from "Mr. Glover's Groton") 

The subject of herds and flocks suggests 
mention of the various type s of fencing 
used through the yeais. As already in­
dicated in the case of hogs, there was 
much free roaming of domestic animals 
in pioneer days. The first crude 
barrier in common use in that early day 
was the "brush fence", made by partly 
cutting off small trees two or three 
feet from the ground and felling them so 
that the bodies would still be attached 
to the stump. A series of such trees 
felled in line, would make the foundation 
of a barrier, and - as they would be still 
living from their slight connection with 
their stumps - would throw out branches , 
and thus keep this part of the fence alive. 
Upon this foundation other small trees 
and brush would be thrown and interwoven. 

A second primitive fence wa s made of 
s takes, poles and branche s . In lieu of 
fence posts, stakes were driven into the 
g round in pairs to form the letter X and 
made fast at the intersection by twining 
a nd tieing or locking a green pliable 
twig called a "withe". A strong pole 
was then laid from one X to another, thus 
making a fence one pole high. If a high­
er fence was required, as was generally 
the case, a second X was made of taller 
stakes, and with a higher intersection, 
and a second pole was laid on this. 
Upon this foundation, extra poles and 
brush could be piled 8S re e nforcement. 

Probabl y the ne x t t y pe of fencing was the 
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done in a time of otherwise com­
parative leisure. In clearing a 
field, rocks both large and small 
were thrown into convenient piles 
located here and there over the 
field. There was no modern sophis­
ticated farm machinery requiring 
a smooth, unencumbered stretch of 
land so these stone piles could 
be mown, raked and even plowed 
around without much difficulty. 
When at last there were times of 
leisure, generally "between sea­
sons", out came the dray, the dump 
cart and the yoke of oxen, and the 
stone piles were removed to pla c es 
where proposed walls were to rise,. 
Today there is hardly a farm which 
does not have long stretches of 
this permanent fencing, and some 
of the very best construction is 
still to be seen on now-abandoned 
farms enveloped in forest. 

A modified type was the "Half­
wall". In this case a wall was 
laid about two feet high, into 
which posts were set. Only two 
rails were needed to bring it to 
the required height. An added 
advantage was that the posts, set 
among rocks, would dry out after 
each rain, and thus outlast by 
many years posts set in the ground. 

In none of these fences were nails 
used, nor were they in the earliest 
board fences, in which the boards 
were held in place by a batten 
through which, as well as through 
the board and post, an inch and a 
quarter hole was bored and a cedar 
pin with an enlarged head was in­
serted. 

After mid-cen t ury practically all 
new fencing was made with post Clnd 
boards, until the mid-eighties, 
when barbed wire - invented in 187 4 
made its first appearance in 
Groton. From then to the present 
time barbed wire ha s been the 
standard fen c e material for [jele! 
and pasture. 

* w * * * * * * *w 



,'\ v.lew of par t. ot the alldjen~:e th3t atcendcd t.h e nChristD:a s Open House" 
at the Historic House on December 8, 1992. The house was decorated for 
t h e Christmas Seas on and the visitors enjoyed a concert of orga n music 
bv Bruc e Stevens, who played the re(:ent Jy restored old pump organ whlch 
was donated t.o the Groton Historical Socictv byHr. &: ;'·lrs . l~ufu::; Ho smer . 

A ~~ (J () d c r (> wd v{ as () n han J L () 1. i s Len Lot hem lJ s j c an d .i <).i n in the si I! g j n >! 
of Christ mas Carols. Refreshments were 

S'fATE OF VERi'10NT ..... A "~1ELTIN(; POT" 

From the ad rnission of Verm ont to the 
II n i () n in 1 7') 1 un t 1. J the () u t b r e <J k 0 f 
the \~,')r ()f 18]2 , Verm()nt ' s popular 'io n 
g r c \, f ro rr. 8 5 , 0 () C t 0 () \- e r :2 :.! 0 , () U D . 
Th e majority of these f .lrst sett ler s 
were from southern New England and 
,,' e )- e 0 f Em g 1 i s It des c e n t . S j nee the n 
immigrants fr om many countries have 
co me to settle in Vcr:mollt: 

ITALIANS: 1882 1906; set. tled in 
13'a r r e , F' roc. tor, \~ hit e R.i v e r, R 1] L 1. and .' 
Bur 1 .i n g ton, }1 0 n t p e J oj (' r . 0 c cup a t i () n s : 
in ar b 1 e a II J 15 ran i tee u t t c r s, .r ail r IJ a d 
workers . 

::;COT'T'rSI[; 17i'()-1880: settled ill 

Ky c ).( a t (), C3 1 e d () n l. a C(l " n tv, Bn r r (' . 
oC C lJ pat i () n s : f 3 [' IT: e T' S, g r Q rj .i. t. l' C u L L (' r s • 

served after the prog ram . 

FRENCH CANADIANS: 177 5-1 781, 1850­
192 j . Se l t 1 e d .i n Syi;) n 1. 0 n, S l < A l h d II :,; , 

1,1 j n ,) 0 .S k i, Bur lj II g t (1 n , R u r La 11 C1, St . 
JOllflsbury, OCCuPdtjO I1S; mar hIe 
\...,; U r k e r ~, t (:1 X t j 1 e \../ 0 r k c r ~;, "1. u rn h ~:~ i'" j d C k ~~: ~ 

vJE L::; H: 1850-!9iO. Se t. t l <:'lJ; I'l PUll I 1.­

nf\Y, Castleton, Fal.r Ha\/cn, .Prlh .lct 
Occupat.ions: slate qUd rrY l11Crt. 

POLTSH :1 h80-1 91 J. ~~ c ttl {';,cj i 11 
---..__........_.. 


Springfie1rl, RULlan d. oC cup n t i Ij n ':' : 
OJ j .1 1. \.; I) r k e r s , md chi rj C shop workers, 
mar IJ 1 C I,V () r k e r s . 

19QO-1913. Scttl~··~d 1[1 

S prj l1 g r j el (i • Occupation!:;: 'lld::h i. i!,' 
;:; il~JP v/orkers ) mill v.!()rkers. 


